
Redistricting in Illinois 

In the year following each Federal decennial census year [every 10 years], the General Assembly [of 
Illinois] by law shall redistrict the Legislative Districts and the Representative Districts. (Ill. Const. 
art. IV, § 3) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

The state legislature has the first shot at creating a proposal. Just as any other bill, either house can 

introduce the redistricting proposal. If they pass something by majority vote in both houses, it goes to 

the governor. If the Governor passes it, it is set into motion. If the Governor vetoes it, the state 

legislature can override his veto with a 3/5 vote, setting the proposal into motion. If the state 

legislature is unable to pass anything or override the governor’s veto by the deadline (June 30) set in 

the constitution, the authority falls to an 8-member backup commission, in place since 1980.  Each of 

the four legislative leaders (majority and minority leader in each legislative house) chooses two 

commissioners apiece: one legislator and one member of the public; at most four may have the same 

party affiliation.  Not later than August 10, the Commission shall file with the Secretary of State a 

redistricting plan approved by at least five members. 

* Commission tiebreaker: If a majority of the 8 commissioners cannot agree on a plan by 

August 10, the Supreme Court submits two individuals from different political parties to the 

Secretary of State, and the Secretary of State will randomly choose one of the two to serve as the 

9th member of the commission (to break the tie).  

In the 1980, 1990, and 2000 cycles, the process was determined by the commission tiebreaker – 

Democrats won the random draw in the 1980 and 2000 cycles; Republicans won the random draw in 

the 1990 cycle. In the 2010 cycle, “the democrats held the Governorship and veto-proof majorities in 

both chambers, allowing them to draw and pass the map without any votes from Republican 

legislators.” (Canary, Redfield; Backroom Battles & Partisan Deadlock: Redistricting in Illinois. pp. 

14-15) 

 


